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Form K-908-2085KO 
Revised April 2020 

PLACEMENT AUTHORI ZATI ON –  KI NSHI P OR OTHER NON- FOSTER CAREGI VER 

Purpose: Use this form  to authorize placem ent  in a regular k inship placem ent . 

Direct ions: To com plete this form , see 2085KOins. After com plet ing this form  m ark each box to indicate that  

inform at ion has been reviewed with the caregiver. Obtain signatures and give the original to the caregiver and 

m aintain a copy in the case record. Contact  your supervisor for issues regarding use of this form  with regular kinship 

placem ents. 

CHI LD'S I NFORMATI ON 

The Texas Departm ent  of Fam ily and Protect ive Services (DFPS)  has m anaging conservator of 

Child’s Nam e:  Person I D:  Medicaid No. Date of Bir th:  

Legal County:  Court  No.:  Cause No.:  Date of Placem ent :  

Ethnicity:  

Hispanic Other 

Race:  

White Asian 

Black Am erican I ndian/ Alaskan Nat ive 

Unable to Determ ine Nat ive Hawaiian/ Pacific I slander 

CAREGI VER I NFORMATI ON 

Caregiver’s Nam e:  Relat ionship to child. Select  all that  apply:  

Relat ive

 Tem porary Possessory Conservator 

Other:  
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TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS 

The Texas Departm ent  of Fam ily and Protect ive Services (DFPS) , as the m anaging conservator of this child, hereby 

authorizes the individual described above to serve as the child's caregiver under the following term s and condit ions 

(only the item s checked apply to this placem ent ) :  

1. Daily Care. The caregiver m ust  provide the child’s daily care, protect ion, cont rol and reasonable discipline. 

Physical discipline, including spanking m ay not  be used on a child that  is in the conservatorship of DFPS. 

Reasonable discipline should be related to the child's specific m isbehavior, age, developm ental level, previous 

experiences, react ions to previous discipline, and any other relevant  factors. The caregiver m ust  com ply with any 

applicable court  orders and m ust  provide care for the child which conform s to all applicable DFPS rules and 

standards and any specific inst ruct ions from  DFPS. The child's placem ent  with the caregiver is based on the 

caregiver 's com pliance with the requirem ents set  forth in the cont ract  with DFPS. DFPS, at  its sole discret ion, m ay 

t ransfer the child to another placem ent  at  any t im e. 

2. Safe Sleep. The caregiver m ust  ensure age appropr iate, safe sleeping arrangem ents for the child and m ust  

not  sleep in the sam e bed with the child at  any t im e. See Texas Adm inist rat ive Code §749.3027 

3. Educat ion. The caregiver m ust  enroll the child in public school and /  or other educat ional program (s)  as 

directed by the child's caseworker or the caseworker 's supervisor. The caregiver m ay sign any docum ents needed 

to enroll the child in a school or other educat ional program to im plem ent  DFPS's decisions about  the child's 

educat ion. The caregiver m ay also receive and review all the child's educat ional records. The caregiver m ay not  

consent  to corporal discipline. 

4. School Program s and Ext racurr icular Act ivit ies. The caregiver m ay authorize the child to part icipate in 

rout ine school program s and ext racurr icular act iv it ies that  do not  involve an unusual r isk of injury to the child. The 

caregiver m ust  inform  the child's caseworker of all such act ivit ies. 

5. Foster children who are the legal responsibilit y of the State or form ally placed with a caregiver by the court  

are categor ically eligible for free m eals/ m ilk in the Nat ional School Lunch Program / School Breakfast  Program 

(NSLP/ SBP) , Special Milk Program (SMP) , Sum m er Food Service Program (SFSP) , and Child and Adult  Care Food 

Program (CACFP) . A caregiver who wants free m eals/ m ilk for their foster child/ children need only present  this 

docum ent  to the school, the sum m er feeding site, or their child care provider. No further applicat ion is required. 

6. Travel. The caregiver m ay provide rout ine t ransportat ion for the child, including t ransportat ion for m edical 

and dental care. The caregiver m ay also t ravel with the child within the state of Texas and rem ain away from  the 

caregiver 's facilit y for as long as 72 consecut ive hours, or m ay arrange for the child to t ravel within the state of 

Texas and rem ain away from  the caregiver 's facilit y for as long as 48 consecut ive hours. 

I f  the  t ravel is within  the  state  of  Texas  and  for m ore  than  three  3  calendar d ays (72  consecut ive  hours) ,  the  

caregiver m ust  obtain  pr ior w r it ten  approval from   the  Departm ent ’s caseworker o r D FPS  staff  in  the  caseworker’s 

chain  of  com m and.  When  the  caregiver  desires to ta ke  a child  outside  the  state  or co unt ry,  the  caregiver sh all work  

with  the  Departm ent ’s caseworker to f  ollow  policies and  procedures.                            

Prior to allo  wing  any  t r ip,  act iv ity,  or v isit  to th e  hom e  of  any  non- related  person  during  which  the  caregiver w ill not  

be  present ,  excluding  I nterm it tent  Alternate  Care,  for a  period  of  t im e  exceeding  48  consecut ive  hours,  the  

caregiver m ust  obtain  writ ten  approval from   the  Departm ent ’s caseworker o r case worker’s chain  of  com m and.            

Writ ten  approval for t r avel and  visits is  not  required  when:   

•  The  Departm ent ’s caseworker ar ranges  for th e  child  to v isit  with  m em bers of  the  child’s own  fam ily  or w ith  

elat ives;  or          r

• The  Departm ent ’s caseworker au thorizes the  child  to t r avel in  specified  circum stances (usually  rout ine  t r ips 

or v isits.)    

I n cases where approval is required, the caregiver m ust  seek approval from  the child’s caseworker or the 

caseworker’s supervisor at  least  10 days in advance of the t r ip, if possible. 
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7. Photographs and videotapes. The caregiver m ay take photographs and record videotapes of the child for the 

child's and the caregiver 's personal use and for purposes of ident ificat ion. The caregiver generally m ay not  release 

any photographs or videotapes of the child for public use without  DFPS's pr ior writ ten perm ission. Prior DFPS 

writ ten perm ission is not  necessary if the child gives perm ission and the use of the photograph is in the child's best  

interest , no reference is m ade to the fact  that  the child is in the conservatorship of DFPS, and the release is in the 

course of norm al school or ext racurr icular act iv it ies or to the child's fr iends or the caregiver 's fr iends and fam ily. 

8. Medical Care. The caregiver has been provided with current  inform at ion as to who has authorizat ion to 

consent  to healthcare (m edical, dental, v ision, and behavioral healthcare)  for the child. DFPS will not ify the 

caregiver if this inform at ion changes. Healthcare for children in foster care in Texas is provided through Superior 

Health Plan Network (STAR Health 1-866-912-6283) . For out -of-state placem ents, contact  the child’s caseworker 

for quest ions about  healthcare coverage. The m edical consenter for a child placed in Texas m ust  select  a STAR 

Health Prim ary Care Physician (PCP)  from  the STAR Health Provider Directory located at  www.fostercaretx.com . 

Only the m edical consenter can select  a PCP. I f the caregiver is not  the m edical consenter, the caregiver m ust  

coordinate with the m edical consenter to select  a PCP for the child. I f you have any quest ions at  any t ime, please 

contact  the caseworker nam ed below. 

9. Confident iality. Under penalty of law, the caregiver m ust  not  release inform at ion about  the child to anyone 

without  the pr ior authorizat ion of the child's caseworker or the caseworker 's supervisor, except  as specified below:  

• To th e  extent   the  inform at ion  is needed  for th e  child's educat ion  or m edical,  dental,  or p sychological 

t reatm ent ,  the  caregiver  m ay  provide  inform at ion  about  the  child  to th e  child's school and  other D FPS  

authorized  educat ional program s;  to d octors,  dent ists,  and  other m edical providers;  and  to co unselors and  

therapists.    

•  The  caregiver m ust  give  DFPS  unrest r icted  access to in form at ion  about  the  child  at  all t im es.          

10. Contact  with the Fam ily. The caregiver m ust  perm it  the child and the child's fam ily (as well as other 

individuals who are significant  to the child)  to m aintain contact  through direct  visitat ion, telephone calls, m ail, and 

gifts under the term s and condit ions specified by DFPS and the court . 

11. Contact  with Court  Appointed I ndividuals. 

• The  caregiver m ust  give  an  individual appointed  by  a court  of  com petent  jur isdict ion  (such  as a Guardian  ad  

Litem ,  an  At torney  ad  Litem ,  or a  CASA  staff  or v olunteer)  access  to th e  child's  inform at ion.  A  cont ractor o r  

caregiver m ust  ensure  that  the  individual has a valid  court  order an d  a not ificat ion  let ter o f  volunteer  

assignm ent  and  acceptance  that  clar ifies the  individual's appointm ent  to th e  child.             

•  The  cont ractor o r car egiver m ust  give  an  individual appointed  by  a court  of  com petent  jur isdict ion  access to  

the  child.  Part ies will exercise  reasonable  at tem pts to p lan  and  coordinate  visits but  unannounced  visits  will 

not  be  prohibited  as long  as it  does  not  disrupt  the  child's rout ine,  including  school,  therapy,  fam ily  

visitat ion,  or o ut ings.   

I f  the  cont ractor o r car egiver can not  readily  determ ine  the  ident ity  or au thority  of  an  individual appointed  

by  a court  of  com petent  jur isdict ion,  then  the  cont ractor o r car egiver m ust  obtain  approval from   the  

Departm ent  pr ior to g  rant ing  the  individual access to th e  Child.        

 

•  
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12. Briefly discuss the child’s out  of hom e placem ent  below:  

13. How long is the child expected to be in care:  

PRI VACY STATEMENT 

DFPS values your pr ivacy. For m ore inform at ion, read our Privacy and Security Policy. 
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SI GNATURES 

DFPS, at  its sole discret ion, m ay rem ove the child from  the caregiver at  any t im e, subject  to applicable court  

orders. 

Kinship Caregiver:  

X 

Date Signed:  Telephone No. :  

DFPS Caseworker:  

X 

Date Signed:  Telephone No. :  

DFPS Supervisor:  

X 

Date Signed:  Telephone No. :  
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